You Never Know


By R. Jean Powell.

You Never Know when something you've written or said will have an impact on someone else.  The following story is a powerful example of serendipity.  

A Montana family had been struggling for months with the illness of their two-year old little boy, taking him from doctor to doctor, hospital to hospital.  He suffered asthma attacks and severe eczema. He was underweight, looking 9 months old, not two years old.  He was fatigued, weak and miserable.  A doctor suspected a wheat allergy, so his worried and anxious mom went to a health food store, where she found a few recipes for gluten- and wheat-free food with information about gluten enteropathy.  Calling the telephone number on the recipe sheet connected her with Eloise Faber of Deer Lodge, who was puzzled that that particular information had come to rest in a distant health

food store, because it contained outdated information and recipes she had written several years before.

The mom spoke of her fears to Eloise who wisely recommended that they have the baby tested for antibodies.  A rare opportunity for all of us was the upcoming University of Maryland Serological Screening to be held during Dr. Fasano's lecture in Billings on June l9th.  The family made the trip and the baby was tested.

Two-year old children are not the best subjects for anti-endomysial and anti-gliadin studies.  Because of age, results can be deceptive. Still, it was recommended by the University of Maryland Lab, on the basis of his blood test results, that he undergo the endoscopic biopsy, which he did.  Reading the results, the local gastroenterologist felt that the baby was not a celiac, that his symptoms were caused by asthma.  The parents, disheartened, were back to square one.

I reminded the mom that Dr. Fasano would appreciate receiving villi slides from Montana biopsies for his research, then contacted the office of the gastroenterologist who agreed to send a tissue sample to the Maryland lab.  The 2-year-old meanwhile was slipping into more problems with his health.  His appearance was typically celiac

according to Kerry Anselmi and others who had seen him at the Billings blood drawing--but that is not an acceptable scientific estimation.  A month passed with no word--until yesterday.  Dr. Irene Berti and Dr. Fasano scrutinized the samples and both concluded that, while subtle, the results showed villous atrophy indicating that this little guy is

indeed a celiac.

Now this child has a second chance at living a good, strong, healthy life.  It's pretty easy to understand the trauma his parents have suffered, but there are tears of joy in many a Montana eye this night. And it happened because years ago Eloise Faber's recipes and handouts found their way to a health food store 150 miles from her hometown and

sat there awaiting the mom of a very sick little boy to pick them up. There are, as you know, no coincidences...
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